
 



Lake Mead National Recreation Area: Lake Mead NRA offers year-round recreational 

opportunities for boating, fishing, hiking, photography, picnicking and sightseeing.

Valley of Fire State Park: Valley of Fire is Nevada’s oldest and largest state park, dedicated 

in 1935. Ancient trees and early man are represented throughout the park by areas of 

petrified wood and 3,000 year-old Indian petroglyphs. Popular activities include camping, 

hiking, picnicking and photography.

Pahanagat National Wildlife Refuge: The Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge is a 

protected wildlife refuge, located at the southern end of the Pahranagat Valley and 

administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Caliente: Evidence of the historical roots of this railroad town can be seen in its mission-

style Caliente Railroad station. City offices, a library and a unique mural in the old Amtrak 

waiting room now occupy the railroad depot. A picturesque line of “company row” houses 

are located just northeast of downtown.

Cathedral Gorge State Park: Cathedral Gorge is located in a long, narrow valley where 

erosion has carved dramatic and unique patterns in the soft bentonite clay. Trails abound 

for exploring the cave-like formations and cathedral-like spires. Miller Point, a scenic 

overlook just north of the park entrance on U.S. 93, offers excellent views of the scenic 

canyon. 

Pioche: In the 1860s Pioche, Nevada was the baddest town in the west; badder than 

Tombstone, badder than Dodge City and all the rest. It was so bad 72 people died before 

one died a natural death.

Great Basin National Park: Great Basin National Park is in eastern Nevada near the Utah 

border. It's in the Great Basin Desert and contains most of the South Snake mountains. 

US 93 leaves I-15 north of Las Vegas and sets off along one of the many 

wide, empty valleys that run north-south in Nevada. 490 miles later the 

road crosses into Idaho after passing largely similar scenery for much of 

the way. 

The southern half is the most interesting, passing a variety of geological 

features and vegetation zones, and the 149 miles between Ash Springs and 

Majors Place are designated a National Scenic Byway.

From I-15, the byway starts with a 50 mile straight section between two 

facing ranges of gaunt, rocky mountains - a typical scene in Nevada, then 

follows a small stream along the Pahranagat Valley to the town of Ash 

Springs. Behind a range of hills to the west lies the huge, secretive Nellis 

Air Force Range, chief location of the US aircraft and missile testing 

program and home of the mysterious Area 51.

Beyond Caliente, US 93 stays in the mountains for a while, passing close 

to Pioche, another historic old village.

Trip Length: Roughly 360 miles

Best Time To Go: Year Round

What To Watch Out For: Drring summer months, ranger led 

tours are available.

Must See Nearby Attractions: 

 Las Vegas

 Ward Charcoal Overs State Historic Site (near Ely)

Ready, set, go!

US 93 leaves I-15 north of Las Vegas and 

sets off along one of the many wide, empty 

valleys that run north-south in Nevada. 490 

miles later the road crosses into Idaho 

after passing largely similar scenery for 

much of the way.
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Great Basin National Park, NV.

Million-year-old lake sediments have 
eroded into fantastic mud castles at 
Cathedral Gorge.
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