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Situated in the foothills of the Ozark Mountains,
the Cherokee Hills Scenic Byway is a showcase of
eastern Oklahoma’s tremendous diversity. From
breathtaking natural beauty to a rich cultural and
historical background, the Cherokee Hills Scenic
Byway is sure to capture the imagination of
visitors.

Highlights &
Facts For The
Ideal Experience

Cherokee Heritage Center

Trip Length: Roughly 130 miles, plus side trips

Best Time To Go: Year round, best from April - October

Must See Nearby Attractions:
Sequoyah's Home Site - NE of Sallisaw via Rte 101
(a log cabin built by the genius inventor of the Cherokee
alphabet and namesake to the world's largest trees as
well as many geographic locations)
Spavinaw State Park (on the shores of Spavinaw
Lake off of Rte. 10)
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Traveler's Notes
Grand Lake O' the Cherokees

The southern route entrance and exit starts by navigating along the
shores of Lake Tenkiller, a clear lake that is a favorite of scuba divers,
boating enthusiasts and anglers. Further down the byway, visitors are
greeted by stunning views of the Cookson Hills and the lush forests of
the lower Ozark Mountain range. Seasonal changes offer a unique and
diverse array of views.
Travelers will also enjoy the story and history of Tahlequah, the
Cherokee Nation Capitol. Beyond Tahlequah, the northern part of the
route parallels the clear waters of the scenic Illinois River. The Illinois
is a prime destination for canoeing, rafting or kayaking. Sheer cliff
faces and unique vistas emerge with every bend in the road. Those
traveling the northern route will be enchanted by Natural Falls State
Park, which boasts the tallest waterfall in Oklahoma.
A variety of recreational, cultural, historical, natural and scenic
attractions can be found in and around the communities along this
route.
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What To See Along
the Way

Gore

Illinois River

Tenkiller State Park

Grand Lake O' the Cherokees

Cherokee Heritage Center

Honey Creek State Park

Tahlequah

Twin Bridges State Park
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Facts & More
Information To
Plan Your Trip!

The clear, blue waters of Lake Tenkiller
are the perfect backdrop for Tenkiller
State Park.

Gore: The Lower Illinois River with its trout fishery, along with numerous recreational
areas such as Tenkiller and Greenleaf Lakes and the R. S. Kerr Reservoir have helped make
Gore proud to be known not only as “The Trout Capital of Oklahoma“but also the
“Gateway to the Lakes” and a “Sportsmans Paradise”.
Tenkiller State Park: Known as Oklahoma's “heaven in the hills.” The sparkling blue waters
of Lake Tenkiller offer water enthusiasts an abundance of recreational opportunities
between 130 miles of shoreline and 13,000 surface acres.
Cherokee Heritage Center: A non-profit historical society and museum campus that seeks
to preserve the historical and cultural artifacts, language, and traditional crafts of the
Cherokee.
Tahlequah: Located at the foothills of the Ozark Mountains.
Illinois River: The Osage Indians named it Ne-eng-wah-kon-dah, which translates as
"Medicine Stone River."
Grand Lake O' the Cherokees: Located on the Grand (Neosho) River in northeastern
Oklahoma offering 46,500 surface acres and 1,300 miles of shoreline.
Honey Creek State Park: located near the city of Grove, Oklahoma. Honey Creek provides
access to Grand Lake for fishing and boating.
Twin Bridges State Park: offers fabulous fishing in a beautiful country setting. Whether
you stay in a lake hut or camp under the stars, you'll find plenty of reasons to love this
park.

Ready, set, go!
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