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In this below-sea-level basin, steady drought and
record summer heat make Death Valley a land of
extremes. Yet, each extreme has a striking
contrast. Towering peaks are frosted with winter
snow. Rare rainstorms bring vast fields of
wildflowers. Lush oases harbor tiny fish and
refuge for wildlife and humans. Despite its
morbid name, a great diversity of life survives in
Death Valley.

Highlights &
Facts For The
Ideal Experience
Death Valley National Park

Trip Length: Roughly 310 miles

Best Time To Go: October-April (temperatures are more
moderate)

What To Watch Out For: Make sure your vehicle has plenty of
fuel at all times. Also, carry at least 2 gallons of drinking water
per person. You will find radiator water stored in tanks along
the park roads. Watch out for collapsed mines and also rattle
snakes and Gila Monsters.

Must See Nearby Attractions:
Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks (Three Rivers, CA)
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Traveler's Notes
Zabriskie Point

Death Valley National Park has 3.4 million acres of desert and mountains,
making it the largest national park in the contiguous United States. The
possibilities for discovery are endless!
Despite its reputation as a lifeless wasteland, Death Valley National Park
contains a great diversity of plants. The park covers over 3 million acres of
Mojave and Great Basin desert terrain, with elevations ranging from 282
feet below sea level at Badwater Basin to 11,049 feet on the summit of
Telescope Peak. Annual precipitation varies from 1.9 inches on the valley
floor to over 15 inches in the higher mountains.

Death Valley's great range of elevations and habitats support a variety of
wildlife species, including 51 species of native mammals, 307 species of
birds, 36 species of reptiles, three species of amphibians, and five
species and one subspecies of native fishes. Small mammals are more
numerous than large mammals, such as desert bighorn, coyote, bobcat,
mountain lion, and mule deer.
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What To See Along
the Way

Panamint Springs & Dunes

Zabriskie Point

Stovepipe Wells Village

Dantes View

Sand Dunes

Golden Canyon

Devils Cornfield

Artists Drive

Scottys Castle

Devils Golf Course

Salt Creek Nature Trail

Badwater Basin

Harmony Borax Works

Mormon Point

Furnace Creek
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Facts & More
Information To
Plan Your Trip!

Badwater Basin

Panamint Springs & Dunes: Travelers crossing Panamint Valley on Hwy.190 may view these
dunes as a distant, pale smudge to the north. Those wanting a closer look must drive 5
miles down the unmarked dirt road leading past Lake Hill, then hike cross-country 3 miles.
Mosaic Canyon: Mosaic Canyon: Polished marble walls and odd mosaic patterns of breccia
make this small canyon a favorite. The twisting lower canyon is so narrow hikers must walk
through it single-file. Some rock scrambling is required.
Sand Dunes: The sand dunes of Death Valley National Park are excellent places for nature
study and recreation. All of the dunes in Death Valley National Park are protected
as wilderness, off-road vehicle travel is not permitted anywhere in the park.
Devils Cornﬁeld: A broad, open area out on bottom of Death Valley where shrubs grow and
collect wind-blown soils around their base.
Scottys Castle: Scotty's Castle is a two-story Mission Revival and Spanish Colonial Revival
style villa located in the Grapevine Mountains of northern Death Valley in Death Valley
National Park.
Salt Creek Nature Trail: Half-mile boardwalk loop trail over desert sand & along spring-fed
Salt Creek, home to rare pupfish.
Zabriskie Point: Zabriskie Point is a popular sunrise and sunset viewing location. The
viewpoint is a short walk uphill from the parking area. Located east of Furnace Creek on
Hwy 190.
Artists Drive: Scenic loop drive through multi-hued volcanic and sedimentary hills. Artist’s
Palette is especially photogenic in late afternoon light. The 9-mile paved road is one-way
and is drivable with vehicles less than 25 feet in length. Drive starts from Badwater Road.

Ready, set, go!
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