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Sun and surf at the Texas shore mark the start of
this drive, which then heads northward to
wooded wilds, saltwater marshes teeming with
birds, sprawling lakes, and historic towns. From
a grand opera house to gators, wild orchids to
watery wilderness, variety is a hallmark of this
tour.

Highlights &
Facts For The
Ideal Experience

Big Thicket National Preserve

Trip Length: Roughly 275 miles, plus side trips

Best Time To Go: Spring & Fall

Must See Nearby Attractions:
Nacogdoches (one of the state's oldest towns,
with historic sites and museums)
Sabine National Forest (offering wildlife and
water sports)
Dickens Festival - in Galveston first weekend in
December (re-created scenes from Charles Dickens' A
Christmas Carol
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Traveler's Notes
Galveston Island Historic
Pleasure Pier.

Highly fragmented into dozens of individual tracts, the Sabine
National Forest's 160,656 acres fleck the Texas side of gigantic Toledo
Bend Reservoir, the second largest lake in Texas, and bordered on one
side by the state of Louisiana. The landscape is pine-hardwood
woodlands with flat to rolling terrain.
Those seeking the wild in the Sabine will want to head to the Indian
Mounds Wilderness Area. Contrary to the name, the Indian mounds are
naturally-occurring hills that shelter the largest remaining American
beech/southern magnolia plant community of any national forest. The
pristine character of the forest's old-growth makes Indian Mounds the
only Texas wilderness to preserve yellow lady's slipper orchids, broad
beech ferns, and several other plant species.
Free of charge, a ferry transports travelers on State Rte. 87 across
Galveston Bay to Bolivar Flats Shore bird Sanctuary. Thousands of
birds pause to feed and rest along the Bolivar Peninsula during their
migrations.
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What To See Along
the Way

Galveston

San Augustine

Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge

Marshall

Big Thicket National Preserve

Caddo Lake State Park

Alabama-Coushatta Indian Reservation

Jefferson

Sam Rayburn Reservoir
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Facts & More
Information To
Plan Your Trip!

Jefferson, Texas

Galveston: Known for Moody Gardens, where giant glass pyramids house sharks, monkeys
and other animals.
Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge: The meandering bayous of Anahuac NWR cut through
ancient floodplains creating expanses of coastal marsh and prairie bordering Galveston
Bay.
Big Thicket National Preserve: Hiking trails and waterways meander through nine
different ecosystems, from long leaf pine forests to cypress-lined bayous.
Alabama-Coushatta Indian Reservation: RV sites have full hook-ups, a picnic table, grill,
fire ring at each site.
Sam Rayburn Reservoir: The most popular game fish at Sam Rayburn Reservoir is the
largemouth bass; an excellent year-round fishery exists.
San Augustine: Where architecture, natural beauty, and cultural heritage combine to
create a special corner of the Lone Star State.
Marshall: The star attraction in Marshall is its Christmastime Wonderland of Lights: about
6 million bulbs adorn the city one of the nation's largest and brightest holiday displays.
Caddo Lake State Park: You can fish, paddle, hike, picnic, camp or stay in a cabin, look for
a geocache, and go boating.
Jeﬀerson: Nestled in the heart of the Piney Woods region of Texas, Jefferson is steeped in
history. In fact, the city boasts over seventy historic landmarks, restored buildings,
museums, and well-preserved homes – some available for tours and a perfect weekend
getaway.

Ready, set, go!
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