RV Traveler's

Illinois
Northwest

Roadmap to

With the Father of Waters as its frequent
companion, this graceful stretch of road
through the northwest corner of Illinois
takes a riverside journey back through
time.
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Highlights &
Facts For The
Ideal Experience

Apple River Canyon State Park

Trip Length: Roughly 110 miles

Best Time To Go: Year round. Most popular in autumn.

Must See Nearby Attractions:
Annual eagle watches at Albany (Fulton, Galena
and Rock Island)
Nouveau Wine Festival (Galena)
Mt. Carroll (historic 19th century town), 9 miles
east of Savanna on Rte. 52/64
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Traveler's Notes
Bald Eagles Lock and Dam 13.

Illinois' western border offers breathtaking views and majestic
landscapes that inspire and soothe the soul. Nature has been kind to
the banks and bluffs, attracting thousands of species that travel
thousands of miles for a visit or to make themselves a home. Originally
discovered by Native American Indians, the rich fertile soil and
waterways are ideal partners for agriculture and farming, a region that
feeds the world today.
The portion of the river from Fulton, Illinois stretching north to near
Hudson, Wisconsin lies within the geological zone called the "Driftless
Area." It is a section that escaped the grinding impact of glaciers
during the glacial periods that formed the topography of the upper
midwest.
Between Fulton and Savanna there are several recreation areas and
trail heads associated with the Upper Mississippi Wildlife Refuge. Just
north of Savanna, a must-see stop is the Mississippi Palisades State
Park.
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What To See Along
the Way

Galena

Savanna

Scales Mound

Thomson Causeway Rec Area

Apple River Canyon State Park

Lock and Dam No. 13

Long Hollow Scenic Overlook

Fulton

Mississippi Palisades State Park
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Facts & More
Information To
Plan Your Trip!
Mississippi Palisades State Park

Galena: A small town in northwest Illinois known for its well-preserved 19th-century
buildings like the 1826 Dowling House. The Italianate Ulysses S. Grant Home was a gift
from local citizens to the Civil War general who later became a U.S. president. Horseshoe
Mound, on the outskirts of Galena, offers views of three states. Other mounds, thought to
be ancient ceremonial sites, can be seen at Casper Bluff.
Scales Mound: A historic district that is listed on the National Historic Register, making
this town a must see.
Apple River Canyon State Park: Located in the hilly northwest art of Illinois in Jo Daviess
County near the Wisconsin border. This scenic canyon area was formed by the action of
the winding waters of Apple River. Limestone bluffs, deep ravines, springs, streams and
wildlife characterize this area which was once a part of a vast sea bottom that stretched
from the Alleghenies to the Rockies.
Long Hollow Scenic Overlook: Includes picnic tables, shelters and restrooms. Perfect
place for taking photos of Jo Daviess County's rolling countryside.
Mississippi Palisades State Park: Wooded ravines, whose brilliant hues splash the cliffs
with color each autumn, dissect the un-glaciated terrain.
Savanna: An outdoor lovers paradise.
Thomson Causeway Rec Area: provides the unique experience of island camping on the
great Mississippi River and it's well worth a try!
Lock and Dam No. 13: Located four miles north of Fulton, Illinois off of State Highway 84.
Fulton: A quaint community, rich in heritage and charm.

Ready, set, go!
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