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The Jemez Mountain trail is an intersection of roads
that includes Highway 550 and Highway 4. It starts
at the Coronado Monument in Bernallilo and
encompasses the Jemez State Monument, Valles
Caldera Preserve and finishes at Bandelier National
Monument. It is filled with many opportunities for
hiking, fishing, camping, cross-country skiing, or
visiting a natural hot springs.

Highlights &
Facts For The
Ideal Experience

Puye Cliff Dwellings

Trip Length: Roughly 170 miles, plus side trips

Best Time To Go: Year round. Higher elevations provide
relief from the heat during the scorching days of summer.

Must See Nearby Attractions:
Heron Lake State Park (11 miles west of Tierra
Amarilla via Rte. 95)
Feast Day, held August 2 and November 12 at
Jemez Pueblo. Visitors can observe traditional dances.
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Traveler's Notes
Soda Dam, Jemez Springs, NM

Circling Fenton Lake State Park between Bernalillo, Cuba and Los
Alamos, The Jemez Mountain Trail is a beautiful drive full of the
courageous history of the Jemez people and surrounded by some of
the most stunning scenery in the southwest.
Jemez State Monument is a special place to learn about the history of
the Jemez Mountain Trail area. This monument has exhibitions and
self-guided tours. Ranger-guided tours are also given upon request.
Currently, over 500,000 people visit this and Bandelier National
Monument every year.
Bandelier National Monument is a wonderful place to see the ruins of
many cliff houses and pueblo style dwellings of 13th-century Pueblo
Indians. The Monument is a special place to learn about the history of
the Jemez Mountain Trail area. This monument has exhibitions and
self-guided tours. Ranger-guided tours are also given upon request.
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What To See Along
the Way

Jemez River Canyon

White Rock Overlook

Jemez Springs

Puye Cliff Dwellings

Valle Grande

Scenic Route 84

Bandelier National Monument
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Facts & More
Information To
Plan Your Trip!

Bandelier National Monument

Jemez River Canyon: The river is formed by the confluence of the East Fork Jemez River
and San Antonio Creek, which drain a number of tributaries in the area of the Jemez
Mountains and Santa Fe National Forest.
Jemez Springs: Natural mineral hot springs are located throughout the Jemez valley. Some
are on public land, others are on private land and open to the public for a fee.
Valle Grande: An overlook amid the wooded countryside offers a clear view of the cascade,
which fans out as it splashes down a jagged cliff.
Bandelier National Monument: Protects over 33,000 acres of rugged but beautiful canyon
and mesa country as well as evidence of a human presence here going back over 11,000
years. Petroglyphs, dwellings carved into the soft rock cliffs, and standing masonry walls
pay tribute to the early days of a culture that still survives in the surrounding
communities.
White Rock Overlook: Much of the land here is controlled by the Los Alamos National
Laboratory, where scientists working in utmost haste and secrecy developed the atomic
bomb during World War II.
Puye Cliﬀ Dwellings: For more than three centuries - about A.D. 1250 to 1577 - this
spectacular locale was home for over 1500 Pueblo Indians who built villages, dwelled,
farmed, and hunted game here.
Scenic Route 84: As you odometer slowly counts the miles, you'll notice the land becoming
more and more colorful, especially near the town of Abiquiu. This region was made famous
by Georgia O'Keefe, an artist who used bold hues and forms to capture the essence of the
local landscape.

Ready, set, go!
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