RV Traveler's

Joshua Tree
Scenic Drive

Roadmap to

Surviving the extreme heat and wind in an
environment that gets 7.5 inches of rain per year, the
Joshua tree stands tall an icon of the Mojave Desert.
A member of the Yucca family, the spike-leafed
evergreen grows only within Joshua Tree National
Park, the oldest tree estimated at more than 800
years. This scenic drive begins in the Mojave Desert.
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Highlights &
Facts For The
Ideal Experience

Joshua Tree National Park

Trip Length: Roughly 140 miles

Best Time To Go: Year Round

Supply Areas: Supplies can be found in surrounding towns but
not in the Joshua Tree National Park.

What To Watch Out For: Make sure your vehicle has plenty of
fuel at all times. Also, carry at least 2 gallons of drinking water
per person. You will find radiator water stored in tanks along
the park roads. Watch out for collapsed mines and also rattle
snakes and Gila Monsters.
Must See Nearby Attractions:
Anz-Borrego State Park (Borrego Springs, CA)
Salton Sea (near Palm Springs, CA)
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Traveler's Notes
Yucca pines near Ryan Mountain
Trail, Joshua Tree National Park,
CA.
Start just outside of Palm Springs at exit 117 off I-10 on CA-68, better
known as Twentynine Palms Highway. Heading east in this desert
environment with the Hexie Mountains before you, the road travels
through Big Morongo Canyon Preserve.
Stop at the Joshua Tree Visitor Center for information about the park and
hikes. Continue south on Park Boulevard Road for 5-miles where you will
enter Joshua Tree National Park. From here, the road travels into the high
desert studded with yucca and Joshua trees striving to survive and opens
up to a region known as Hidden Valley, where peculiarly-formed granite
rocks shape the hills.
Five miles from the Ryan Mountain turn off is Jumbo Rocks (H5), a
collection of interesting boulders and buttes. From the campground
amphitheater is 1.75-mile trail with interpretive signs leading to the
unusual Skull Rock. Water, time and erosion have worked together on the
granite to create two hollowed-out eye sockets that resemble a skull.
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What To See Along
the Way

Big Morongo Canyon Preserve

Queen Valley

Twentynine Palms

Jumbo Rocks

Fortynine Palms Oasis

Arch Rock Trail

Hidden Valley

Cholla Cactus Garden

Keys View

Cottonwood Spring

Ryan Mountain
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Facts & More
Information To
Plan Your Trip!

Cholla Cactus Garden

Big Morongo Canyon Preserve: Nestled among the Little San Bernardino Mountains, the
desert oasis at Big Morongo Canyon is one of the 10 largest cottonwood and willow riparian
(stream) habitats in California.
Fortynine Palms Oasis: This easy to reach, palm-covered oasis is the perfect destination for
those short on time in Joshua Tree National Park. And, if you start early on this 3-mile outand-back, you may witness endangered desert bighorn sheep enjoying the shade and water
at the oasis.
Hidden Valley: There is a small picnic area and parking lot just off Park Boulevard. It's
about 14 miles from the town of Joshua Tree and 48 miles from the Southern Entrance.
Ryan Mountain: Ryan Mountain is a 5,456 feet high mountain in Joshua Tree National Park.
The trail to the peak is a strenuous hike, but popular attraction of the park, because it leads
to panoramic views of Lost Horse Valley, Queen Valley, and Pleasant Valley.
Jumbo Rocks: Popular campground in desert wilderness ringed by large boulders, desert
scrub & miniature canyons.
Keys View: Joshua Tree's highest viewpoint, offering panoramic views of mesas, mountains
& Coachella Valley.
Queen Valley: A network of roads, totaling 13.4 miles (21.7 km), cross this valley of boulder
piles and Joshua trees. A bike trip can begin at Hidden Valley or Big Horn Pass, opposite
Geology Tour Road. Bike racks have been placed in this area so visitors can lock their bikes
and go hiking.
Cottonwood Spring: The spring, the result of earthquake activity, was used for centuries by
the Cahuilla Indians, who left bedrock mortars and clay pots, or ollas, in the area.

Ready, set, go!
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