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Mt. Shasta Cascade Loop
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At 14,179 feet, Mount Shasta is the second
tallest mountain in the Cascade Mountain Range
and the fifth tallest in California. This scenic
drive heads towards Mount Shasta and through
the rich volcanic past of the region, exploring
Lava Beds National Monument and the
geothermal powers of Lassen Volcanic National
Park.

Highlights &
Facts For The
Ideal Experience
Mt. Shasta

Trip Length: Roughly 500 miles, not including side trips.

Best Time To Go: Year round. Higher altitudes are generally
the most comfortable from June-October. Some of the alpine
routes are closed for winter.

Must See Nearby Attractions:
Shasta State Historic Park (see the ruins of a former gold
mining boom town).
Shasta City
Route 299 (west of Redding, CA)
Trinity National Forest (west & north of Redding, CA)
Eagle Lake
Route A1 (near Susanville, CA)
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Traveler's Notes
Burney Falls State Park, CA

California’s northeast corner is an outdoor-lover’s paradise, with safe-toexplore volcanoes, hushed forests, and trout-filled rivers. This is the
place for blue-ribbon fishing, houseboats anchored in cool lakes, countless
campgrounds, and inviting trails for hiking and mountain biking.
The Lake Shasta Caverns, are a network of limestone caves with
stalagmites, stalactites and crystals that glisten with unearthly beauty. To
reach them, take exit 695 and head west on Shasta Cavern Road. The
approximately two-hour tour begins with an informative ferry ride across
the lake where a bus will meet you and take you to the caverns.
Explore the interesting history and geology of the area with a hike
to Mammoth Crater or on the 2-mile loop Big Nasty Trail, a particularly
rough region of the lava flows.
Continuing south on CA-139, you will see the high deserts of California and
Nevada to the east and several locations where past volcanic activity is
clearly evident.
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What To See Along
the Way

Redding

Lava Beds National Monument

Shasta Lake

Ash Creek Wildlife Area

Lake Shasta Caverns

Fall River Mills

Dunsmuir

Burney Falls

Mt. Shasta

Lassen National Scenic Byway

Klamath National Forest

Lassen Volcanic National Park

Lower Klamath Lake
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Facts & More
Information To
Plan Your Trip!
Lava Tube cave near Lava Beds
National Monument.
Redding: Nestled in the north end of the Sacramento Valley, the City of Redding is the
county seat of Shasta County, California.
Lake Shasta Caverns: Lake Shasta Caverns National Natural Landmark is one of three known
caverns in Shasta County.
Dunsmuir: Right beside the river, set down an old-fashioned town with no stop lights, no
parking meters, no traffic, and few worries. Step back to a simpler time, a time when
shopkeepers ask, “How’s the family doing?” or people smile as they pass on the street.
Mt. Shasta: The Mount Shasta region is one of Northern California’s fastest growing
locations for destination vacationing—from luxury resort retreats to wilderness camping.
Nature lovers, extreme sports enthusiasts, family vacationers and retirees, can all enjoy the
vast recreational opportunities our region has to offer.
Klamath National Forest: Want to kick back and relax under shady pines by a sparkling
lake? Looking for a "base camp" for a day of hiking, boating, white water rafting, fishing, or
swimming? Want to just get out of the house for the day for a nice picnic in the great
outdoors? If so, the Klamath National Forest can offer you that and more!
Ash Creek Wildlife Area: Located in the heart of Big Valley, these approximately 14,400
acres preserve freshwater wetlands created by the seasonal flow of six streams, including
Ash Creek.
Lava Beds National Monument: Lava Beds National Monument is a land of turmoil, both
geological and historical. Over the last half-million years, volcanic eruptions on the
Medicine Lake shield volcano have created a rugged landscape dotted with diverse volcanic
features. More than 700 caves, Native American rock art sites, historic battlefields and
campsites, and a high desert wilderness experience await you!

Ready, set, go!
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