RV Traveler's

Nevada's US
Route 50

Roadmap to

The desert of central Nevada is for the
most part unforgiving and remote. Yet, it
has a silent grace that remains unbroken
but for historic sites and a two-lane
highway. This is Nevada's US Route 50.
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Highlights &
Facts For The
Ideal Experience
US Highway 50 westbound, West of Eureka, NV

Trip Length: Roughly 350 miles

Best Time To Go: Best in the spring and fall

What To Watch Out For: Motorists are cautioned to fill their
fuel tanks and ensure they have plenty of food and water
before heading through remote stretches on this highway.

Must See Nearby Attractions:
"I survived the Lonliest Road in America" certificates are
available. Stop in at Ely or Fernely (just north of Silver Springs
via US 95) for cards that can be validated at various
checkpoints along the way.

2
Traveler's Notes
Wave cut terraces beyond the Carson
River at Fort Churchill State Historic Park.

U.S. Route 50 (US 50) is a major east–west highway, connecting Ocean
City, Maryland and West Sacramento, California. Stretching 3,000 miles
(4,800 km), the route runs through mostly rural areas in the Western part
of US.
US Highway 50 wasn’t built overnight. The history of US Highway 50
starts almost two hundred years ago. There were no established trails
other than pathways left by the Native Americans.
As you travel through the towns and countryside along US Highway 50 be
on the lookout for sights of the highway’s past. There you can still find
some old gas stations, motor courts and diners hidden between newer
buildings and businesses – a glimpse to another time in America’s past.
US 50 has a diverse route through the state, traversing the resort
communities of Lake Tahoe, the state capital in Carson City, historical
sites petroglyphs, alpine forests, desert valleys, ghost towns and Great
Basin National Park.
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What To See Along
the Way

Lake Tahoe

Sand Mountain

Carson City

Austin

Dayton

Eureka

Fort Churchill State Historic Park

Ely

Fallon
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Facts & More
Information To
Plan Your Trip!
Sand Mountain

Lake Tahoe: Lake Tahoe is a large freshwater lake in the Sierra Nevada of the United States.
At a surface elevation of 6,225 ft, it straddles the border between California and Nevada,
west of Carson City. Lake Tahoe is the largest alpine lake in North America.
Carson City: Boasts an array of outdoor adventures, fine restaurants, challenging golf
courses, historical attractions, museums, gaming opportunities and a plethora of events
and entertainment.
Dayton: Dayton State Park consists of 160 acres with typical Great Basin desert topography,
such as cotton wood, desert sage, rabbit brush and willows are prominent. The lower park
borders the Carson River. The upper park includes the remains of old Highway 50 and the
Rock Mill site and looks out over Dayton valley at the foot of the Virginia mountain range.
Fort Churchill State Historic Park: Fort Churchill was once an active U.S. Army fort. Built in
1861 to provide protection for early settlers, it was abandoned nine years later. Today the
ruins are preserved in a state of arrested decay. A visitor center displays information and
artifacts of the fort’s history. The Pony Express and the Overland Telegraph once passed
through this area.
Fallon: The remaining existing route in Fallon today starts at the corner of Allen Rd. (go
north on Allen Rd. from Williams Ave.) and Auction Rd. If you look to the west from this
point you can see where the road used to exist and would tie into Highway 50 westbound.
Austin: Austin Nevada is more than just another stop along Highway 50, the Loneliest Road
in America. This is a place to enjoy rugged and scenic trails, or soak in the warm, soothing
waters of Spencer Hot Springs.
Eureka: One of the best-preserved mining cities in the American West.

Ready, set, go!
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