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Craggy headlands, crashing waves, sandy beaches and rocky tide pools
invite exploring. Coastal communities brim with character, some
geared toward visitors with galleries and resorts, others simple and
sturdy fishing villages where residents still pull their living from the
sea. Plentiful public lands offer easy access for outdoor pursuits.
Whether you do the entire drive or explore just a segment, plan to take
it slow. This route is a feast for the senses, and frequent stops are
practically mandatory. It’s no wonder the Coast is one of Oregon’s 7
Wonders.

Highlights &
Facts For The
Ideal Experience
Pacific Coast Highway

Trip Length: Roughly 360 miles
Best Time To Go: Year Round, if you enjoy water activities, it is
best to go in summer. You can avoid the heavy travel season
by going in the fall.
What To Watch Out For: Since this route is a favorite among
travelers, and the road is narrow and winding, please allow
ample time.
Must See Nearby Attractions:
Tillamook County Creamery (the largest cheese making
plant in Oregon.
Tillamook Naval Air Museum
Tillamook County Pioneer Museum
Columbia River Maritime Museum
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Traveler's Notes
Bandon by the Sea

Highway 101 winds down the entire Oregon Coast from the Columbia River
to the California border. Along the way, it passes through the old growth
forests of Oswald West State Park, name for the Oregon governor who
began the process of securing Oregon's beaches for public use. All but one
of the famous McCullough bridges on Highway 101 are still in operation.
Detour out to the Coast’s long, sandy beaches. At Fort Stevens State Park,
witness the spectacle of the Columbia Bar, the often-wicked meeting of the
Columbia River and the Pacific Ocean. Nearby, Fort Clatsop re-creates the
winter camp of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.
Across the pretty Siuslaw River Bridge, the rugged coast gives way to mile
after mile of high dunes and sandy beaches, stretching all the way to Coos
Bay. Near the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area, businesses offer
dune-buggy tours, sand-boarding equipment and ATV rentals. The
recreation area’s headquarters in Reedsport has information and
interpretive displays.
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What To See Along
the Way

Brookings
Cape Sebastian State Park
Port Orford
Cape Blanco State Park
Bandon by the Sea
Newport

Cape Arago

Otter Crest Loop

Oregon Dunes National Rec Area

Depoe Bay

Umpqua Lighthouse State Park

Cascade Head

Jessie Honeyman State Park

Three Capes Scenic Loop

Florence

Oswald West State Park

Sea Lion Caves

Cannon Beach

Cape Perpetua

Fort Clatsop National Memorial

Oregon Coast Aquarium

Astoria
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Facts & More
Information To
Plan Your Trip!
Haystack Rock from the base of Cape
Kiwanda.

Cape Sebastian State Park: A deep forest of Sitka spruce covers most of the park and a 1.5
mile walking trail takes you out to the lower levels of the cape. If you're lucky, the trail will
give you a chance to enjoy awe-inspiring views of the gray whales on their bi-annual
migrations.
Port Orford: You’ll find amazing natural beauty. Fresh, clean air. Unbeaten paths and clear
vistas as far as the eye can see.
Cape Blanco State Park: Cape Blanco is the most southern of Oregon's lighthouses, and is
the westernmost point in Oregon.
Bandon by the Sea: Stroll for miles along Bandon’s sandy beaches studded with arresting
sea stacks rising out of the surf. The most famous is at Face Rock State Scenic Viewpoint,
part of the Oregon Islands National Wildlife Refuge and home to the common murre, tufted
puffin, western gull and Brandt’s cormorant.
Cape Arago: Located at the end of Cape Arago Highway about 15 miles southwest of Coos
Bay, Cape Arago is a scenic headland jutting into the Pacific Ocean.
Oregon Dunes National Rec Area: Wind-sculpted sand dunes towering to 500 feet above sea
level provide numerous recreational opportunities including off-highway vehicle use, hiking,
photography, fishing, canoeing, horseback riding and camping.
Sea Lion Caves: Sea Lion Caves is a privately owned wildlife preserve and bird sanctuary
(since 1932) centrally located just 11 miles north of Florence on the beautiful and rugged
Oregon Coast.

Ready, set, go!
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