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Far from the hustle and bustle of Chicago, along
the powerful Ohio River, The Shawnee Hills is a
hidden treasure tucked away in the southern tip of
Illinois. You will have to exit the Interstate to drive
among its giant elms, maples, oaks and hickories,
to explore its sandstone sculptures and quiet
lakes, and to idle in its charming, forgotten towns.

Highlights &
Facts For The
Ideal Experience

Illinois Iron Furnace

Trip Length: Roughly 100 miles, plus side trips

Best Time To Go: Year round. Best spring - fall.

Must See Nearby Attractions:
Burden Falls Wilderness Area (SW of
Mitchellsville)
Old Shawneetown (a historic town with some
restored buildings (Rte. 13 at Ohio River)
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Traveler's Notes
Cave-In-Rock State Park

Begin the journey with a Byway map available at Forest Service
headquarters on the south edge of Harrisburg, and head south on
Route 34. Flat farmlands will begin to buckle as you wind through
ridges of hills in the 270,000-acre Shawnee National Forest, also
known as the Illinois Ozarks. Miles of roads and trails take you through
canopies of leafy hardwoods and rocky bluffs where white-tailed deer
and wild turkeys run free.
If you tire of hiking, saddle up and go on horseback or paddle down
one of the many creeks by canoe. While every season is beautiful in the
forest, locals say the changing foliage in fall is especially spectacular.
Between Fulton and Savanna there are several recreation areas and
trail heads associated with the Upper Mississippi Wildlife Refuge. Just
north of Savanna, a must-see stop is the Mississippi Palisades State
Park.
A few miles past Herod, turn east on Karbers Ridge Road toward
Garden of the Gods, maybe the most visually dramatic part of the trip.
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What To See Along
the Way

Shawnee National Forest

Elizabethtown

Garden of the Gods

Illinois Iron Furnace

Pounds Hollow Rec Area

Golconda

Cave-in-Rock State Park

Smithland Locks and Dam

Tower Rock
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Facts & More
Information To
Plan Your Trip!

Garden of the Gods

Shawnee National Forest: Offers a variety of camping experiences ranging from primitive
backpacking to a developed campground equipped with showers.
Garden of the Gods: This free center is your gateway to the geology, ecology and cultural
history of the area through hands-on exhibits.
Pounds Hollow Rec Area: A picturesque setting, Pounds Hollow campground and lake are
tucked away among the Shawnee Hills, where you can relax and get away from it all.
Cave-in-Rock State Park: Atop the high bluffs overlooking the scenic Ohio River, the
heavily wooded park is named for the 55-foot-wide cave that was carved out of the
limestone rock by water thousands of years ago.
Tower Rock: An 1/8 mile trail leads up over 60 feet to an overlook that gives a tremendous
view of the Ohio River.
Elizabethtown: Perhaps the most picturesque town in Illinois along the Ohio,
Elizabethtown overlooks the river at the southeastern tip of the state.
Illinois Iron Furnace: The only remaining iron furnace structure in the state of Illinois.
Golconda: A plaque in City Hall declares the entire town as “Historic Golconda”, a
designation reserved for only a handful of localities in Illinois.
Smithland Locks and Dam: This was the first structure of this size on the Ohio River and
was then the world’s largest twin navigational locks system. The overall length of the river
lock wall, including the guard walls, is approximately threequarters of a mile.

Ready, set, go!
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